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INTRODUCTION 
The prima r y purpose of this r e port i s to pr ovi de a s umma r y of sa l a r y 
disburs ements fo r instruc tional per sonne l a t We s t ern fo r the 1976- 77 aCSr 
demic year . The r eport is desi gned t o provi de t he typical facul t y membe r 
wi th the essent i a l i nf ormat i on to obtain a pe r s pec t i ve on t he manne r in 
which sal aries a r e di s tributed acco rding t o sever al criteria fo r the cur -
rent academi c yea r. Other t han a few gene r al comment s in the nar rative , 
no at t emp t has been made to d r aw in fe r ence s f r om t he data or t o make pol-
i cy r ecommenda t ions . 
It s hould be noted t ha t the data do have l imita t ions (discussed below) , 
and caution shoul d t he r e f or e be exe r c ised in dr awi ng infe r ences f r om t he 
i n format ion . Neverthe l ess , the committee feel s t hat the da t a will be in-
formative and should be useful t o the indivi dual f aculty member . 
The ta ~get popula t i on fo r the s tudy was full- time ins truc tiona l pe r -
sonnel only . Because th i s populat i on appr oxima tes t he l is t of fa cul t y mem-
ber s that we r e e l igible fo r po s itions on the Faculty Sena t e i n the current 
academi c year. and since this s tud y was done fo r the Faculty Sena t e, t ha t 
l is t was empl oyed in compi l i ng the infor mation in t hi s r e por t . 
Average Sal a r ies by Ran k and Coll ege 
From contract sal a r y da t a provided by the Unive r s ity , t he mean sal-
• a r i es by college and academi c r ank we r e compiled . The result s a r e s hown 
in Table I a l ong wi t h t he Univers i t y average and t he standar d deviation 
fo r each mean . In a few cases wh e r e individua l s he ld t we l ve mont h con-





AVERAGE 9 MONTH SALARIES FOR PROFESSORS 
• 
Group Number Average . Standard ' . 
Deviation J " 
\ 
Profe s sor • ,
WKU 82 $20,865 $1, 402 
Academic Services 
Applied Arts & Health 3 $20,651 $ 536 
Arts & Humanities 23 $20,632 $1 ,822 
Busines s & Publ ic Affairs 13 $21,041 $1 , 166 
Educa tion 15 $21 ,017 $ 989 
Science & Technology 27 $21 ,038 $1 ,272 
AVERAGE 9 MONTH SALARIES FOR ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS 
Group Number Average Standard 
Devia tion 
As soc iate Professor 
WKU 152 $17,549 $1,171 
Academic Services 
• Applied Arts & Heal th 12 $1 7 ,161 $1, 029 
Arts & Humanit ies 35 $16 , 708 $1 ,081 
Bus ine ss & Public Af fai r s 27 517 , 925 $1 , 235 
Education 34 $17,891 $1,133 
Science & Techno l ogy 44 $17 , 826 $ 912 
• 3 
AVERAGE 9 MONTH SALARIES FOR ASSISTANT PROFESSORS 
• • 
Group Numbe r Average Standard • 
Deviation 
" 
Assistant Professor , 
• • · WKU 205 $14,348 $1,6.92 
Academic Services 16 $10,731 $1,285 
Applied Arts & Health 24 $13 , 971 $ 810 
Arts & Humanities 64 $14 , 225 $1,282 
Business & Public Affairs 26 $14,739 $1,375 
Education 51 $15,405 $1 ,342 
Science & Technology 24 $14 , 792 $1,020 
AVERAGE 9 MONTH SALARIES FOR IN STRUCTORS 
Gr o up Number Ave rage Standard 
Deviation 
Instructors 
WKU 96 $11,303 $2,076 
Academic Servi ces 20 $ 8,880 $1,555 
Applied Ar t s & Health 12 511,210 $1,696 
Arts & Hu mani ties 13 $11 . 591 $1,329 
- Business & Public Affairs 13 $12,815 $1,935 
Educat i on 24 $12,281 $1 , 747 





The da ta 1n Tabl e I indicate a s urprising uni fo rmity of mean salaries 
among the s ix col l eges within a particular academic rank, especially in the 
ranks of Professor and Associat e Professor . The mos t notable excep tion 1s 
• 
that of Academic Services , which had no Professors or Assoc iate Professors . . 
represented in the s tudy population. The mean salaries for the Assistant 
" 
Professor a nd Instructor ranks for this college were somewhat below those 
£or the other colleges . 
The mean salary for Professo rs for the University as a ,whole was $20,865 
with a standard deviation of $1 ,402. This indicates that approximately 95% 
of t he Professo r s included have contrac t salaries ranging from about $18,000 
t o about 523 ,700 . Th is appears to be relatively narrow, in view of the fact 
that these da t a reflect no consideration of variations In length of service, 
expe rience, tenure, market conditions i n each respective discipline, turn-
over rates , productivity of individual faculty members, acqu i s ition of ter-
minal degree , and other factors which are likely to be systematically re-
lated to remune ration and whic h may vary signif i cantly within and among 
colleges . 
The same statement applies t o the average salary for Associate Profes-
sors for the University as a whole. The mean for this rank was $17, 549 with 
a s tandard deviation of $1,171, the lowest of all r anks. This implies that 
approximately 95% of the Associa t e Professor s currently have salaries in the 
range of abou t $15, 200 to about $19,900. 
The largest variation within a given rank for the Un iver sity as a whole 
was in th e case of Ins tructors. The mean for this rank was $11,303 with a 
s tandard deviation of $2 ,076 . This suggests a range, including 95% of In-
st ruc t ors , of $7, 151 to $15, 455 . The standard deviations are consisten tly 
high for this r ank ac ross all colleges when compared to those for the other 
three academic ranks. 




More detail on the actual dist r ibutions is pr ovided in the Appendix . 
I n Figures I and II of the Appendix , histogr ams s howing the ac tual dis tr i -
but ion of sala ries by rank are s hown. 
Average Salaries by Rank, College and Sex 
The previously described salary data was also broken down by sex. The 
data i s s hown in Table II . For the Univer si t y as a whole, the mean salaries ~ 
£o r women are lowe r than those for men for the Professor a nd Assoc!ate Pro-
fessor r a nks , but the differences do not appear to be s i gni~icant . For t he 
Ass i s tant Professor and Ins truc to r ranks the mean salaries fo r women are 
$1, 309 and $2 , 087 lower t han those for men respectively. A s imilar pattern 
i s exhibited with i n each college. At the Professor and Associate Professor 
level s, uniformity of mean sa laries tends to be the rule. In at leas t three 
cases t he mean sa l a r y for women was higher than that of men. 
At the Assistant Professor and I ns tructor levels , a wider differential 
between the mean salaries for men a nd wome n is t he general rule. Again, it 
i s necessary to point out that the numbers do no t necessarily "speak for them-
selves ." Other fac tors , such as t hose suggested on page 4, which are likely t o 
be systema t ically related t o salary leve l s have no t been accounted for in the 
data presented in Table II. 
Additional detail on the actual salary di stribut i ons by rank and college , 
a r e shown i n Figures III , IV , V, and VI o f the Appendix . 
Salary Status Based on Experience and Degree 
In addition to compiling information on mean salaries by co l lege. r ank, 
and sex, t he committee made an eff ort to compile information which would indi-
cate what , if any, association there was between years of servi ce and mean sal-
aries . Information on length of ser vice ~ the University i s not , at the pre-
sent, r eadily r e trievable from University records. In lieu of length of ser-
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TAB LE II 
MEAN CONTRACT SALARIES OF FULL- TIME I NSTRUCT IONAL 
STAFF BY COLLEGE , RANK, AND SEX : 1976-77 
Associate Assistant 
Professors Professo rs Professors 
Ma l e Femal e Ma l e Femal e Male Fema l e 
$20,877 $20,770 $17,586 $17,249 $14,849 $13 , 540 
(n=73 ) (n=9) (n-135) (n=l7) (n-127) (n=78) 
* • * * 11 , 643 10 , 317 
(n-1 ) ( n=5) (n=111 
* 20,903 17,291 17 , 031 14 , 353 13,845 
(n=l) (n-2) (n-6) (n- 6) (n- 6) (n=18) 
20 , 870 18 , 134 16 , 612 17 , 454 14 , 374 13 , 900 
(n-21) (n-2) (n- 31) (n-4) (n-44) (n=20) 
21 , 041 21,046 17 , 946 17 , 808 1 5 , 060 13 , 869 
(n- 11 ) (n=2) (n=23 ) (n=4) (n- 19) (n-7) 
20 , 891 * 18,010 16,668 15,786 14,605 
(n-14) (n-1) ( n-31) (n-3) (n-35 ) (n=16) 
20,962 21,990 17,827 * 15 , 020 14 ,111 
(n=25) (n-2 ) (n=44 ) (n- 18 ) (n-6) 
* Indicates ze ro or one fac ul t y membe r in tha t category . 
6 
• 
Instructor s , 
Male ., ,Female 
$12, 129 $lP , 042" 
(n-s8 ) ( n=38)~ 
• • 
9-, 806 8.381 
(n-7) (n=13) 
11,792 10 ,920 
(n= 4) (n-8) 
11 , 663 11,353 
(n=10) (n=3) 
13 , 169 10,866 
(n=l1) (n-2) 
12,963 10 , 916 
(n=16) (n=8) 






perience", as defined by the University. and mean salaries by academic rank . 
This information was available onl y for those in the Professo r, Associate 
Professor, and Assistan t Professor ranks who held do c.torate degrees as of the 
beginning of the Fall , 1976, academic year . The result s are reported in Tabl~ 
III along with a definition of the "experience categories." A graphic presen-). 
I 
tation of the data appears in Figure VII. in the Appendix. ~ 
• • 
One noteworthy aspect of the data is that , when consideration is given to 
experience , the dispersion of salaries about the mean for a particular rank 
tends to be smaller . In addition, the data indicate a modest t endency fo r mean 
salaries to rise with experience and the l ength of time that the doctorate has 
been held. 
Since close to half the faculty do not hold doctorate or terminal degrees , 
data was prepared in which sa laries of those with doctorates could be compared 
to those without doc t orates. This was done for assistant professors onl y , 
since that 1s the only rank where it is likely that there will be significant 
numbers of faculty holding the doctorate and faculty without the doctorate . 
The data is presented in Table IV and is broken down by college. For the total 
un iver sity, assistant professors without the doctorate average about $1 , 300 
less than those with the doctorate. Distributions of the data are shown in 
Figure VIII of the Appendix . 
Sa l ary Trends: 1970- 71 through 1976-77 
Information on the recent trends in contra c t salaries since the 1970-
71 academic year are shown in Table V and in Figure I. The data indicate 
that the increase in average salaries matched or exceeded the rate of in-
flation for each of the years through the 1973-74 academic year . This was 
true for all ranks with the exception of the Associate Professor rank in the 
1973-74 academic year. The increase in average salary for this rank was 
slightly less than the rat e of inflation. Although increases in salaries at 
. , 
TABLE ttI -A 
PROFESSORS 
Average Median Av e rage Salary Years 
Number In Numbe r Years St andard Doctorate Doctorate Salary/ Standard Experienc e 
Ca t egory Ca t ego ry Expe rience Deviation Range Da t e 9 Month Deviation Range 
1 11 25.0 2.4 
2 6 22 . 6 1.7 
3 17 16 . 7 2.4 
4 4 22 . 0 2.2 
5 30 14 . 2 2.7 
Professor 
Categor y l --At l east 20 yea rs experience , Doctorate re-
ceived by 195 7 
Ca tegor y 2- -At l eas t 20 years experience , Doctorate re-
ceived between 1958 and 1963 
Category J--At leas t 13 to 19 3/4 yea rs experience , Doc-
torate rece ived between 1958 and 1963 
Category 4--At least 20 yea rs experience . Doctorate re-
ceived between 1964 and 1970 
Category 5--At least 14 to 19 3/4 year s experience. Doc-
torate received between 1964 and 1970 
Category 6- -At least 8 to 13/3/4 years expe rience, Doc-






1954 $21.502 $1,483 
1962 $20,844 $1,988 
1962 $21 ,546 $ 858 
1968 $21,069 $ 998 
1966 $20 ,710 $ 864 
Experience Formula 
WKU Equivalent Years Experience 
Year of Othe r Experience . 
WKU Teaching . ' . ' 
College Teaching . 
Graduate Assistant 
Research Assistant 
Industrial . . . . 
High School Teaching 
Elementary School Teaching 
, 
... ~, ~ .. 
• • 
Per 
















TABLE III- B 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS 
Average Median Average Salary Years 
Number in Number Years Standard Doc torate Doctorate Salary/ Standard Experience 
Category Category Experience Deviation Range Date 9 Month Deviation Range 
1 4 14.8 1.9 
2 3 10.8 .3 
3 9 17.5 1.8 
4 21 10.0 1.2 
5 22 16.2 3.9 
6 31 9 . 0 1.8 
7 24 9 . 5 1.6 
8 5 5.7 .8 
Associate Professors 
Category l --At least 13 years experience . Doctorate re-
ceived by 1966 
Category 2--At least 7 1/4 to 12 1 /2 years e xperience. 
Doc torate received befor e 1966 
Category 3--At least 13 years experience , Doctorat e re -
ceived between 1966 and 1968 
Category 4--At least 7 1/4 to 12 3/4 years experience, 
Doctorate received between 1966 and 1968 
Category 5--At least 13 years experience. Doctorate re-
ceived between 1969 and 1974 
Category 6- -At least 7 to 12 3/4 years experience. Doc-
torate received between 1969 and 1970 
Category 7--At least 7 to 12 3/4 years experience. Doc-
torate received between 1971 and 1974 
Category 8--At least 4 to 6 3/4 yea rs exper ience, Doc-









1963 $18,783 $ 240 
1962 $18 , 368 $1,455 
1967 $18,877 $1 , 287 
1967 $18,039 $ 971 
1972 $18 , 071 $ 854 
1970 $17 , 650 $ 843 
1972 $17 , 108 $ 703 
1971 $16 , 732 $1 , 084 
Experience Formula 
WKU Equivalent Years Experience Per 
Year of Other Experience 
WKU Teaching . . . 
College Teaching . 
Graduate Assistant 
Research Assis t ant 
Industrial . . . . 
High School Teaching 
Elementary Schoo~ Teaching " 
.-. • 
, 
. ' . 
13-17 . 5 
10 . 5- 11 
14- 19 
8- 12 
8- 27 . 25 
7-12 . 5 
7-12 













Average Median Average ' Salary Years 
Number in Number Years Standard Doctorate Doctorate Salary! Standard Experience 
Category Category Experience Deviatio n Range Date 9 Month Deviation Range 
1 6 8. 2 1.6 
2 17 10 . 0 2.7 
3 14 5.3 .9 
4 19 4 .4 1. 2 
5 14 9 . 2 1.3 
6 5 18.3 5 . 5 
7 4 2 . 4 . 3 
Assistant Professor s 
Category l--At least 7 years experience . Doctora t e re-
ceived be t ween 1964 and 1970 
Catego ry 2--At leas t 7 years expe rience. Doctorate re-
ceived be tween 1971 and 1973 
Category 3- -At l east 3 to 6 3/4 years experience , Doc -
torate received between 1971 and 1973 
Category 4 --At least 3 to 6 1 /2 years experience, Doc-
torate received between 1974 and present 
Cat egory S--At least 7 to 11 3/4 year s experience. Doc-
torate rece i ved between 1974 and present 
Category 6--At least 13 1/2 to 20 years experience. Doc-
tora t e received be tween 1974 and present 
Category 7--At least 2 3/4 years experience, Doctorate 








1970 $15 , 579 $ 686 
1972 $16,074 $1,163 
1973 $15 , 076 $ 870 
1975 $14 , 648 $ 963 
1975 $15 , 472 $ 835 
1975 $14 , 534 $ 325 
1975 $13 , 071 $1, 703 
Experience Formula 
WKU Equivalent Years Experience 
Year of Other Experience 
WKU Teaching . . . 
College Teaching . . 
Graduate Assistant 
Research Ass i stant 
Industr ia l . .. . 
Hi gh School Teaching' 
Elementary School Teaching 
--
# ' ~ .. . . 




7- 17 . 5 
4-6 . 5 
3-6 . 5 
7- 11 . 75 ' 














AVERAGE SALARIES* OF ASSISTANT PROFESSORS HOLDING AND NOT HOLDING DOCTORATE DEGREES 
With and Wi t hout Docto ra t e With Doct orate Withou t Doc t orate 
Ma l e Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 
WKU $10 , 849 $13,540 $14 , 348 $15 , 161 $15 , 234 $15 , 176 $14 , 561 $13 , 103 $13 . 855 
(127) (78) (205) (6 1) (16) (77) (66) (62) [ 128) 
[1 . 525 J [I , 649J [I , 692J [I , 351J [874 J [ I,262J [1 , 627] [I,516J [I,730 J 
Academi c $11, 643 $10 , 317 $10 , 731 $11 , 187 $10,317 $10,549 
Serv i ces (5 ) (11 ) (16) (1) (0 ) (l) (4) (11) (15) 
[I, 929 J [620 J [I, 285 J [ I , 891J [620J [I ,095 J 
Applied $14 , 353 $13,845 $13 . 972 $14,516 $14 , 679 $14 , 190 $13 , 710 $13.830 
Arts 6. Health (6) (18) (24) (1) (J) (4 ) (5) (15 ) ( 20) 
[I , 150 J [657] [810 J [694 J [654 J [I , 206J [582 J [7 75J 
Arts & $14,374 $13 , 900 $14,225 $14 , 548 $15 , 948 $14,698 $14 ,144 $13 , 538 $13 , 858 
Humanities (44 ) ( 20) (64) (25) (3) (28) (19) (17) (36 ) 
[I, 311 J [I, 182J [I, 282J [I , 225J [603J [I ,246 J [1 , 417] [830 J [I , 200 J 
Business 6. $15 , 060 $13,869 $14,739 $14 , 879 $14 , 849 $15 , 143 $13 , 736 $14 , 699 
Public Affairs (19 ) (7) ( 26) (6) (l) (7) (13) , (6) . (19) 
[I , 324 J [ I ,193J [I, 375 J [I,116J [I,021J [I , 444 J [ I , 248J [1.508J 
Educat i on $15 , 786 $14 , 605 $15 , 415 $16 ,123 $15 , 348 $15,917 $15 , 216 $13 ,8.2 $14 , 700 
(35) (16) (51) ( 22) (8) (30) (13) ( 8) (2 1) 
[I , 238 J [1. 233J [1,343] [ I ,207J (938 ) [1,1 78] [ I ,109J [ I ,056J [I, 258J , 
Science & $15 , 020 $14 , 111 $14 , 792 $14 , 742 $14 , 765 $15 , 158 $13 , 954 $14 , 804 
Technology (18) (6) ( 24) (6) (l) (7) (12) " ,(5) (17) 
[1, 065 J [436 J [I, 020J [ 732J [6 71 J [I,202 J [226J [I , 152J 
~ 








IIA I nstitu t ions 
WKU 
Assistant Professor 
Nationa l Aver age 
I IA I nstitutions 
WKU 
I nstructor 
National Aver age 
I I A Instit utions 
WKU 
Annual Rate of Change 
in Consumer Prices 
1970-71 
$17 , 420 
14.671 
13,830 
13 , 082 




4 . 3% 
, 
TABLE V 
Trends in Average Sal aries by Rank 
(Nine Month Basis ) 
19 71-72 
$17 , 850 
15,614 
(15 , 302)b 
14 , 140 
13 , 669 
(13 , 645) 
1972-73 1973- 74 1974- 75 1975-76 
S18,980 S20,450 _ _____ ~21L559 S22, 500 
16 , 310 16 , 976 18 , 030 19,106 
(15,807)b (16 , 787)b (18 , 634)b (20,330)b 
15 , 000 
14 , 362 
(14,095) 
15,960 
14 , 938 
(14 , 969) 
16 , 890 
15 , 445 
(16 , 616) 
17 , 680 
16 , 435 
(18 , 128) 
1976- 77 
S24 , 413a 
21,098 . 
(21,509)b 
19 , 183a 
17 , 587 
(19,179) 
11,800 12 , 470 13 , 120 13,920 14,_570 _____ 15 , 808a 
11 , 597 12,148 12,620 13,085 13,695 14,613 
(11,310) (11,683) (12 , 407) (13,772) (15,025) (15, 896) 
9 , 540 _ 10 , 130 10,700 1t. 420 
9 , 558 10,236 10,773 11 ,b54 
(9,297) (9 , 604) (10 , 199) (11,321) 
3 . 3% 6 . 2% 11 . 0% 9 . 1% 
11,950 
11,760 
(12 , 351) 
5.8% 
12.966a 
12 , 635 
(13 , 067) 
a) Based on a projected growth of salaries of 8.5% for the 1976- 77 academic year in "Nearl y Keeping Up: Report on the 
Economic Status of the Profession, 1975- 76, " A. A. U. P . Bulletin , Summer, 1976 . 
b) Average salary levels with assumed increases equal to i ncreases in consumer prices . 
, 
Sources : Sal ary data through 1975-76 from 
were taken from the March, 1977 
A.A . U.P . Bulletins (Summer Edition) . InformatiQn 
Monthly Labor Review , TABLE 22 , p . 109 . 
on price level changes 
' , ' 
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Western Kentucky University compared favorably with the r ate of inflation 
during this period, the averages r ema ined be l ow those of s imil ar insti-
tutions across the na tion f or all ranks except that of Instructor . The • 
average sa lary f or this rank was above the nat ional average for three- Qf . 
the four academic years from 1970 through 1973. During this per iod. theFe-
fore, the trend was one of increases 1n average sal a ries which we r e Slight l Y ' • 
• 
gr eater than the rate of inflation . These raises serve d to prev'ent a 51g-
nificant decline in the real income of the faculty; but very little progress 
was made in br i nging average salaries for the top three academic ranks up to 
national norms . 
The yea r of 19 74 marks an important turning point i n the a fo r ementioned 
trends. The 11.0 percent rate of infla tion for that year significant ly re-
duced the real income of the average faculty member, r egardless of his ac-
adernic rank. This is indicated by the difference be tween the actual average 
salary for each rank and what tha t salary would be had it grown at the same 
rate as inflation (numbers in parentheses) . Since the 1974-75 academi c yea r , 
this s hortfal l in average salaries has persisted in all f our academic r a nks . 
The s hortfall has been r educed somewhat at the Professor rank between 1974 





This appendix contains histograms of the number of faculty 
whose salaries range between X and X + 6X. where 6X is $500 . 
For example. Figure I-A shows that 17 Professors in the Uni-
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